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A comparative analysis of French tense system and Chinese time expression
Xie Jiatong
Jilin International Studies University 130117
[Abstract] Time expression is a crucial aspect of language.As an Indo—European language, French has distinct
time expression methods compared to Chinese. This article reviews the primary methods of time expression in
Chinese, including the use of time adverbs, the temporal meanings of verbs, and contextual time expressions.It

analyzes the similarities and differences between French tenses and Chinese time expressions from three

perspectives: past, present, and future.French expresses time through a rich array of tense forms, whereas Chinese

primarily uses time adverbs, verb meanings, and context to convey time.
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