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Cognitive Perception of the Belt and Road Initiative in Central Asian Mainstream Media
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Shihezi University

[Abstract] As a significant framework proposed by China to promote regional cooperation and global
governance, the perception and acceptance of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in Central Asia directly
influence its implementation effectiveness. Based on systematic analysis of mainstream media reports from five
Central Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan) and relevant
academic literature, this paper examines the cognitive status of BRI in Central Asian mainstream media.
Findings indicate that Central Asian media predominantly express high recognition and active support, viewing
the BRI as a vital opportunity for regional development and national modernization. Reporting focuses on the
economic dividends, infrastructure connectivity, strategic alignment of development priorities, and enhanced
regional integration brought by the Initiative.
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