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The Feasibility of the “Three Beauties” Principle Proposed by Xu Yuanchong
Ailan Liu
Guangzhou College of Commerce
[Abstract] Through the comparative analysis of the translations of Farewell by Xu Yuanchong and Witt Binner,
this paper points out that the theory of “Three Beauties” guided by rhyme form advocated by Xu Yuanchong
will inevitably sacrifice the natural expression of language and the content of poetry in the process of practice.
Witt Binner’s non rhyming free verse jumps out of the constraints of thyming form and interprets the emotional
world of the original poetry in a way of natural expression. Therefore, readers get the aesthetic feeling and
experience similar to the original poetry readers to the greatest extent, which is also in line with Nida’s

“dynamic equivalence” theory: the recipient’s response to the translated information is similar to that of the

original recipient to a certain extent.
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At Parting

Deep deep our love, too deep to
show;

Deep deep we drink, silent we
grow.

The candle grieves to us part,

It melts in tears with burnt—

our heart. (Xu, Yuanchong, 2008: 209)
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Parting

How can a deep love seem a deep
love?

How can it smile at a farewell
feast?

Even the candle, feeling our sadn
ess,

weeps, as we do,all night long
(Witter Bynner, 1929)
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