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Differences in Understanding of the Treaty of Nanjing between China and Britain during the
Opium War
Jiang Zhi
School of Marxism, Liaoning Normal University
[Abstract] After the Opium War, the Qing Dynasty was forced to sign the Treaty of Nanjing under the threat
of British military force. This treaty, which undoubtedly appears unequal today, has been interpreted difterently
by both the Qing Dynasty and Britain due to their significant differences in ideas. More seriously, the Qing
Dynasty was extremely backward in its modern ideological concepts, making it unable to face this unequal treaty

with the correct attitude. Even in practice, the Qing Dynasty often unintentionally betrayed a large amount of

national sovereignty based on the original intention of safeguarding national interests.
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