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A Comparison of the Image of Chinese Vocational Education in Chinese and American Media
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[Abstract] This study selects the reports about Chinese vocational education from PR Newswire and China Daily
in the past three years as the corpus for analysis, and adopts the corpus—based three—dimensional discourse analysis
method to explore how the Chinese and American media shape the image of China's vocational education in three
dimensions: text, discourse practice, and social practice, as well as to explore the social and ideological factors
behind the image shaping. The study finds that: from the perspective of textual analysis, both media present a
positive image of Chinese vocational education. But the images portrayed were different; from the perspective of
discursive practices, the two media strongly reinforce their image of Chinese vocational education through their
own reported speech; and from the perspective of social practice, the gap between the two image shaping is
influenced by the policy and institutional environment, culture and social concepts, education concepts and values.
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