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Vietnam War of Vietnamese—A Narrative Study of 7The Sympathizer
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[Abstract] The Sympathizer written by Viet Thanh Nguyen is regarded to challenge the long—standing
American—dominated Vietnam War narratives and to voice for the biggest victim, the Vietnamese. It is worth
digging how the author made it as he is the minority of the American minorities. Based on the classical and
post—classical narratology, this paper discusses the narrative communication in the novel, and then points out
that it is because of the joint forces contributed by the personified narrator, the obscured and the secret change
of the narratee, and the narrative communication between different characters in the novel that the meaning of
the text is produced. In this way, the author achieved his goal to criticize the partial Vietham War narrative

dominated by America, and try to shift the focus on Vietnamese and to construct a just Vietnam War narrative.
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