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Path Analysis of the Influences on the Educational Gains of First-Generation College
Students: The Mediating Role of Activity Participation
Huang Liu
Beijing Normal University

[Abstract]This research aims to investigate the influence pathways of educational attainment among
first—generation college students and the mediating role of activity participation. By analyzing the 2018
data from the Undergraduate Learning Experience Survey Database of Beijing Normal University, the
study reveals that first—generation college students are significantly inferior to their non—first—generation
counterparts in terms of academic performance, cognitive acquisition, ability development, and
participation in various activities. However, they exhibit a higher level of satisfaction with the school.
Moreover, various university activities exert a positive mediating effect on the educational attainment of
first—generation college students. In particular, classroom activities, teacher—student interactions, and
artistic activities can significantly enhance the educational attainment of first—generation college students
across multiple dimensions.
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