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A Comparative Study of Chinese Versions of the Great Gatsby under the Functional
Equivalence Theory
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Yunnan Minzu University
[Abstract] This thesis analyzes three Chinese versions of Scott Fitzgerald's the Great Gatsby in terms of words,
sentences and style from the perspective of Functional Equivalence Theory of Eugene*A*Nida. These three
versions are translated by Yao Naigiang, Deng Ruoxu and Wu Jianguo respectively. The novel can be regarded
as a masterpiece of American Literature in the 20th century in terms of both ideological depth and artistic
expression. It deeply explores the essence of "American Dream" and the corruption of "Jazz Age", and praises

people's persistent pursuit and dedication to ideals. Therefore, the study of the translation of the novel is of great

practical significance for the spread of such positive values.
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f1: ‘How do you get to West Egg village?” he asked
helplessly. (F. S Scott, 2013:2)
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512 At the news—stand she bought a copy of Town Tattle

and a moving-picture magazine. (F.S Scott, 2013:16)
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513 And squeezed between two huge places that rented
for twelve or fifteen thousand a season. (F.S Scott, 2013:3)
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514 1° m still a little afraid of missing something
if I forget that, as my father snobbishly suggested, and
I snobbishly repeat, a sense of the fundamental decencies
is parceled out unequally at birth. (F.S Scott, 2013:1)
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515 ‘I’ m p-paralyzed with happiness.” (F.S Scott,
2013:6)
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#5116 1 glanced back once. A wafer of a moon was shining
over Gatsby’ s house, making the night fine as before, and
surviving the laughter and sound of his still glowing
garden. (F. S Scott, 2013:35)
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