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[Abstract] This study examines critical thinking (CT) cultivation in foreign higher education amidst advancing
educational technology. Using systematic literature review and historical analysis, it analyzes CT—related
research from 1990 to early 2024 across theoretical foundations, instructional practices, technological integration,
and assessment frameworks. Findings show CT theory evolving from skills—dispositions models to dynamic
cognitive processes and Al—integrated hybrid models. Pedagogy shifted from lectures to active, tech—enhanced
blended learning. Technology progressed from digital tools to Al—driven personalized systems. Assessments
transitioned from standardized tests (e.g., CCTST) to dynamic, context—sensitive frameworks (e.g., iPAL).
Recommendations for future research include cross—cultural research, Al—driven teaching optimization, and
multidimensional assessment systems to enhance CT cultivation and Al integration.
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