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A Study of Spatial Narrative Strategies and Their Traumatic Expression in Off Colour
Wanting Zhang
Harbin University of Science and Technology
[Abstract] As a prominent post—war Japanese author of representative social issue novels, Sawako Arigato, in
her full-length novel Non—Colour, tells the story of the protagonist, Smiley Hayashi's journey of survival as a

" in the mid—to—late twentieth century

war bride far away from home in the United States. The ‘spatial turn’
prompted a shift in literary research from a preference for the temporal dimension to the dual dimensions of time
and space, providing a new perspective for analysing traumatic experiences, identity construction and social
issues. Henri Lefebvre divided space into three dimensions: physical space, social space and psychological space,
which carry the core function of transmitting traumatic experiences.As the place and scene where the story takes
place, the spatial element carries multiple narrative functions — it is not only the figurative carrier of the passage
of time, but also an effective promoter of the narrative process. By analysing the narrative logic of the spatial
dimension, we can gain a deeper understanding of the artistic characteristics of Non—Colour in carrying trauma
through space and reconstructing experience through narrative, as well as the unique value of spatial narrative

theory in analysing traumatic experience, identity construction and social issues.
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