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A Study of the Correlation between High School Students’ Critical Thinking Disposition and
English Reading—Writing Continuation Task Scores
Yihui Qin
Nanjing University of Science and Technology

[Abstract] In this study, 158 students in the senior three grades of Linzhou City No. 1 High School are taken as
samples. The critical thinking disposition inventory questionnaire revised by Wen Qiufang (2009) and the
scoring criteria for reading—writing continuation task scores in the college entrance examination are used to
explore the relationship between critical thinking disposition and reading—writing continuation task scores
through quantitative analyses. Key founds include: (1) senior high school students demonstrates an overall
positive yet moderate level of critical thinking disposition, classifies within the “marginally supportive” tier
among positively inclined groups;(2) A statistically significant positive correlation (r = 0.544, p < 0.001) is
observed between total critical thinking disposition scores and reading—writing continuation task. Consequently,
English narrative continuation writing instruction should prioritize cultivating students’ critical thinking skills.
Given the facilitative role of critical thinking in creative English narrative writing, pedagogical strategies such as
mind mapping and dialectical discussions are recommended to synergize cognitive development and writing
proficiency. This provides practical insights for fostering core competencies in English education under the New
Curriculum Standards framework.
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