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English Translation of Classical Chinese Poetry from the Perspective of Frame Semantics: A
Case Study of Deer Enclosure and Quiet Night Thoughts
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School of English Studies, Xi'an International Studies University
[Abstract] This paper, drawing on Frame Semantics, examines the reconstruction of semantic frames in the
English translation of Chinese classical poetry. Focusing on Xu Yuanchong’s and Witter Bynner’s translations of
Wang Wei’s Deer Enclosure and Li Bai’s Quiet Night Thoughts, it compares their respective translation
strategies. The study finds that the translators activate frames in different ways, reflecting contrasts in Chinese and
Western modes of thought and revealing the complexity of semantic and cultural representation in poetry
translation. It also demonstrates that Frame Semantics provides an effective framework for explaining the
mechanisms of classical poetry translation, offering new theoretical pathways for translation criticism and
cross—cultural communication.
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ZEUARRA, Empty mountains: no one to be seen. Inthe empty mountains, noman is seen,
{ELIRLA B o Yet — hear — humansounds and echoes. But echo of voices is heard.
RSN, Returning sunlight enters the dark woods; || Returning sunlight enters the deep grove,
HRHEE L. Again shining, lighting the green moss. And shines again on the green moss.
VRl Witter Bynner ¥
0 (BRE) Before my bed a pool oflight— Before my bed the moonlight glitters,
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Can it be hoarfrost on the ground? Like frost upon the ground.

Looking up, I find the moon bright; 1lift my head and watch themoon,

Bowing, in homesickness I'm drowned. T dropmy head and think ofhome.
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