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Exploring Chinese Readers’ Acceptance of American Translated Literature via Python-based
Sentiment Analysis: A Case Study of the Chinese Translation of Where the Crawdads Sing
Jia Sun
Tianjin Foreign Studies University
[Abstract] The reception of literary translation works in the target language country is a key focus and challenge
in the field of translation studies. Discourse analysis to evaluate reader reviews is an effective method. Natural
language processing technologies, particularly sentiment analysis, provide powerful tools for this type of analysis,
enhancing researchers' insights into reader feedback. This study uses online reviews from Douban readers as the
corpus and employs Python technology to analyze the reception and evaluation of the Chinese translation of the
bestselling American book Where the Crawdads Sing in China. The research finds that the translated work has a
high level of acceptance among Chinese readers, with an overall positive sentiment. Reader reviews mainly
focus on the themes, literary quality, and reading experience of the work, with particularly positive evaluations
in the four areas of wetlands, the story, Kya, and the girl. However, issues such as poor translation quality and
shallow character development were also noted. This study aims to provide strategic insights for the translation
and promotion of American literature in China and offer references for the creation of domestic ecofeminist

literature.
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