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A Study on the Semantic Evolution of the Character “shu
Yuxin Xie
Macau University of Science and Technology
[Abstract] With the development of the internet era, online slang has gradually emerged. In recent years, the
phenomenon of using “shu” to replace “si”(e.g., “xiaoshu,” “qishu,” etc.). “shushu wo a” has become increasingly
common, fostering the emergence of a new linguistic pattern. From the idiom “guojie laoshu,renren handa” to

“—shu,” the derogatory connotations associated with “shu”

are gradually weakening. Additionally, the
widespread use of social media platforms has expanded the channels and avenues for learning Chinese (e.g.,
“TikTok refugees”). Both international students studying in China and foreigners learning Chinese through
these platforms are among the audiences for such terminology. This study aims to analyze the semantic changes
of “shu” in online slang containing “mouse,” explore the underlying linguistic phenomena, and identify
potential cognitive challenges for second—language learners. Such research not only helps reveal the
socio—cultural significance behind online slang but also provides richer teaching resources.
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