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The Literary Significance of Gogol's 'The Overcoat' from the Perspective of Bakhtin's
Carnivalesque Theory
Mengxuan Zhu
Wuhan University
[Abstract] This paper employs Bakhtin's theory of Carnivalesque to analyze Nikolai Gogol's novel The
Overcoat, exploring how the character portrayal, linguistic style, and plot construction reflect a profound
critique of 19th—century Russian bureaucracy and social injustice. Through the lens of Carnivalesque, it
examines the novel's subversion of authority, hierarchy, and norms, revealing how Gogol uses humor, satire, and
absurdity to express rebellion against the social system and compassion for individual fate. The study not only

demonstrates the application of Carnivalesque theory in literary criticism but also further uncovers the

complexity of The Overcoat as a work rich in social critique and humanistic concern.
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