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Reinterpretation of schema and its implications on foreign language teaching
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Shaoyang University
[Abstract] According to the previous researches, the concept “schema” is defined as the background knowledge
in mind. However, this definition ignores the origin and the fundamental property of schema. This paper
suggests schema is cognitive structure based on social practice. In foreign language teaching, teachers should help

students construct the meaning of language and grammar. In reading instruction, both the meaning construction

on the part of students and teachers matter.
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la. I/You/We/They can do it.1b.He/She can do it.

2a.1/You/We/They must study hard.2b.He/She must
study hard.
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3a. I/You/We/They
should quit smoking
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