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Unreliable Narration and the Image of Caddy: The Brothers’
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[Abstract] William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury employs experimental narrative to depict the decline of
the Compson family, with Caddy Compson as its emotional core, yet absent from first—person narration. This
study applies Wayne C. Booth’s theory of unreliable narration to analyze how Benjy, Quentin, and Jason
subjectively construct Caddy’s image: Benjy’s sensory perspective conveys maternal and authentic qualities;
Quentin symbolically frames her as the embodiment of chastity and honor; Jason distorts her through utilitarian
and resentful motives. The interplay of these unreliable accounts renders Caddy a multifaceted figure deprived of
self—expression. The analysis shows that Faulkner deconstructs conventional notions of character realism and

exposes the oppressive influence of Southern patriarchal culture on female subjectivity, with Caddy’s silence

constituting the core of her tragic significance.
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