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Analysing the Differences and Causes of English—Chinese Polite Language
Junyi Qu
Kunming University of Science and Technology

[Abstract] As a linguistic phenomenon, polite language constitutes an indispensable component of human
communication. It serves both as a pragmatic strategy for maintaining harmonious interpersonal relations and as
a concrete manifestation of specific cultural values within speech acts. With the deepening of globalisation,
exchanges between China and the West in political, economic, and cultural spheres have become increasingly
frequent, rendering cross—cultural communication the norm. Given their distinct cultural contexts, polite
language inevitably undergoes influence from multiple factors stemming from societal differences. Consequently,
systematically investigating the disparities between English and Chinese polite language and their underlying
causes holds not only theoretical significance but also practical communicative value. This paper comprises four
sections. The first section outlines the research background, objectives, and significance. The second section
summarises existing scholarly achievements concerning politeness expressions both domestically and
internationally. The third section examines the usage of politeness expressions at different levels and the
differences between English and Chinese politeness expressions. The fourth section analyses the causes of these
differences. The fifth section provides the paper's conclusion.
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