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“Poems Expressing Ideal and Writing are for Conveying Truth” in Yangming Doctrine in Edo
Japan
Y1 Huang
College of Oriental Languages, Zhejiang Yuexiu University

[Abstract] In the Edo period, Japan was economically developed and literary style was prosperous. Cheng—Zhu
Neo—Confucianism and Wang—Confucianism introduced by China combined with Japan’s social development
at that time to create Japan’s “Zhuzi’s theroy” and “Yangming doctrine”. Yangming doctrine in Japan is from
Wang—Confucianism and the philosophy of the mind, supported by the lower samurai and civil class, which has
gained great influence in academia and enlightened the social and political movement of ~“honour the king and
drive oft the barbarians”. Like Chinese scholar—bureaucrats, Japanese Yangming doctrine scholars like to express
their understanding of the current situation and their expertise through poetry writing. This form of “poems
expressing ideal and writing are for conveying truth” well spread the ideas of the Japanese Yangming doctrine to
all sectors of Japanese society, providing a broad basis for the social popularization of the Japanese Yangming
theory.
[Key words] Yangming doctrine in Japan; poetry; thought and influence
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