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On "Hesitation"

Yu Lingli

Southwest Minzu University

[Abstract] The word “hesitation” is a common vocabulary in Chinese, but many people do not know its origin. Prior
to the Qing Dynasty, scholars interpreted the word “hesitation” from the perspective of word form, thinking that
"You” and “Yu” are two kinds of animals. This kind of statement was an explanation widely accepted by scholars

before the Qing Dynasty, but it was a mistake, and “hesitation” was a disyllabic word rather than a compound word.
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