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Analyzing Chinese and American News on Japan's Nuclear—-Contaminated Wastewater Dumping
——A Corpus—Based Critical Discourse Analysis
Na Wang Jingxi Xu Yifei Liu

School of Foreign Languages, China University of Geosciences Beijing
[Abstract] Critical Discourse Analysis is an effective approach to analyzing news discourse.  This study selects
relevant reports on Japan's nuclear—contaminated wastewater dumping from Chinese and American mainstream
media. At the textual and discourse practice level, the study uses corpus tool AntConc to retrieve keywords and
concordance lines data; at the social practical level, deep exploration is conducted into both countries’ political,
social and cultural factors. This study finds that the focuses of Chinese and American media reports on this issue
are divergent: that of Chinese news is to point out the negative impact, emphasizing the international
community’s responsibilities and global environmental protection; while that of American news is to highlight
China’s reaction and attitude and attempt to rationalize Japan’s actions. Therefore, differences shown in news

discourse are in accordance with the disparate ideological concepts and ecological philosophies.
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F 1 ON R J AN VB RLE T s AUA T 20 4

CN AN CN AN

Fre Word Fre Word Fre Word Fre Word
1 576 water 560 water 11 188 plans 163 environmental
2 399 government 415 government 12 171 countries 151 countries
3 385 power 394 power 13 144 safety 150 plant
4 341 nuclear 333 Jjapan 14 142 environment 136 products
5 330 Jjapan 280 China 15 141 sea 126 agency
6 297 international 257 international 16 129 plant 121 scientific
7 226 community 253 safety 17 115 concerns 118 fukushima
8 204 global 210 nuclear 18 90 standards 114 sea
9 200 China 194 plans 19 86 discharge 110 release
10 198 issue 174 impact 20 85 interests 101 media

A AL 2 SO 22 S 00X U T PR b 2 SEBREEAT 43 4, BUIAER 5%
T I e R R AR 2 S PR R s Bl DA R Ak 2 A TR B0 T
WG IE R . DR, 4SBT A B 7ER FE LU R AN 1] R

(1) H 2 5 [E A4 96 T-20234E8 A 24 H H A V5 7k R 14
TRIE BT G R AR AR Z R 2 Q) AHRH R R ER 2D
HEOHEPERENBERES. ESREHER?

1 B RAELR

L IS IE 40T

REAEIEIE 2 HT (Critical Discourse Analysis) s&—Fhid it
W6 43 AT 38 5 RO PR RRAE SR Bt 035 15 (discourse) « AN
(power) IR IRTERS (ideology) [AIK RIGEE LY . B HIEIE
AR RAL S SEE, W S EERATIE 5 A BT 4T,
o 7RG AT A ) 5 R R TS IR 96 R TR A, WF LA 1 X T
2 R UL AR R R @R

HEIFATE 2> M P46 T 20 28 704E 4, 201H: L9044 CE N ik
B, W2 A0 e, T RS SR, § TR R 2
FEPE . Hh B E 2 « /R whiRk (Norman Fairclough)
FIFE S WA R, Van Di jkAItE 2Bk, Wodak fI 3%
5 P SR SR A%, Scol Lon NG TR /3 AT de o 498, AF Mo —
Tl RIF 90 2% 4% B4R B Y FE U518 Q0T 4E FEAR F . BT a0 el fE A i
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RN )2 ARG itz —".
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BEOEE” =R, 9 T 19924R7E (IFiR St &%) —
Fr TS E R . e AT A AT DA — AN R
AR Z LB AR (1) 3O (text) (2) THIBSEE (discursive
practice) (3) #:45E# (social practice) = ANYERE . IX = MEFEA
TR, NTTRREIE . 4. BIESZEREHER R,

L 3G EHE SIS E T A

OV TE /BT R AT B SR T A %07 e HB A2
Z % FLHRE H BR B, 49 0Widdowson. Stubbs. ToolanZ% 2 iA
A, COART A B (R SCA S o /), T HLsh Z AR A, X 15 1 PR R
SRR R G, A5 B AT IR AE 2

iE Rl iE = % (Corpus Linguistics, fa #% CL) [& CDA —
FE, CLHARIE B AL 2 B, 8 505 B SR R A B AR Jm
FW R . Sinclairfa i, CLEEBSAEHT AL ¥ M HI A e il
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B, AT 1202348 H 2284, hEEAChina Daily.
Global TimesPh M FEFEBEIACNN, New York Times. The Washi
ngton Post I 91015 AHICHT [ o B 1) BBl 1) 18 S A 15387 [ ¥
TR R s (R, B TA) S BE /N, (B T4 20T B, CRUEREA )
B M AT TR R R A AR BT SRR, AR IR Y
Ly ) . I PR OCER R R R RN AV, b 5SRO
FERURIIRTR . AR BIE BEA2E . Hoh, P EEE165;
S HEBA165 -

AW 518 FEmEd T tor AT VEBR TG R ELTD . 2R EIZE,
TAGEEA N, SLIERNE BE - B )5, 12 FHAntConc i B} B 43 5l
57 “Chinese News” (CN)iER}ZE. “American News” (AN)iE
BLEE, AR “Sino-American News Discourse”
o 20k, NRUERLPE AL TSR, SIERFEUN25, 264, BRI
N5, 142,

2. 28 5T 5
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3 HRIEBEHEMNEEST

3. VB RS SUA R i 5 5L B R T 40 4

TG VB R EE B A B AR AR ) G vE T B, RT DS
REERBNE S MRS o sbah, R R AL B B
FEAE AL B BTS2 O A FEAE FH Ant Conc B A X 4 ST K}
HEAT ARG 2R, 323G HA TRIIHE P AE 2044 B2 Z 1T BRIE (P R 3]
TAAIA 5, O [RIAR 1R S B S BRI A AT & 8D, Aride 1]
TEHIRSE SR, R R AR LR L

MFELRT LA Y, 356 A0 A s iin], 32 22y 3 A 56 PR 1]
T, Bltnwater. power. nuclear. plans. sea; M HAhICECH:
1Ay, il igovernment . international. safety. environment
(al)« countries. plant. JERIE WA % 5 BERH AR .
{HRLOMEATI Gz BARESSC R 5 & BOA IR ZE « 171R
K5, BESILI (concordance) 2 TE KL EIR AN T FBRZ
— o X SR AT R SIATRE R, AT DU FLE T,
MRS T8RS BN 50" o AHE e AN R BRI,
MR &5 45 A 18 ik = /MUR IR B RS (A v — A
F)F), R A I b 2 FAR W AR EHOR . TR E I
F 58, A E T A3 O RIE B A MR R U s ] . B
AT

F ] 7 1) e R S SRRl AR 4 4l & commun
ty. global. issue. concern. interests Lo H 1, community
ROFLEAER, H 53R EH bR "X — & AT international
Figlobal ¥ A . Binternational —1im AX 7 A [ EAiA,
R [E R AR 297 i T 3R ERIE F1257 . AR B ER
TR “EPBRE” X — 53 SRS A AL, =t 501,

R e AS M o R T O ) B i e R AR R, AR,
“global "B ARIL T EHGE 4 RE, KBRS
WAL 2 R, (Rl T [ PR R FEAE R . R iRkiE
issue (WA 418 10 Mlconcern (OGH)) MBS, o E AN
9 B A% TE K HE A R e U G e B ARSI . T
concern(s) WG B AR ILIX — HAF M Z R E AW &
J&, interestsiE N “Fla, BER" , %A 55T S W H /N S 1Y)
55, —RH EHRIE R H A KEEE K2 E R R F
ALy, DU NSRS Mt RBGE ;2
REEAESR H BT ZAT RN B S 2T R eI
2 thERE =R global . issue. concern. interests
(O @NTES

Word Context

The international community was taken aback by

Japan’s action. ..

Japan has chosen to transfer the burden ...onto the
community
global community at large.

...1ignore the concerns of its people and the

international community.

It will face incessant criticism and accountability

from the global community.

global It has the potential to affect global ecosystems and

biodiversity.

Global bodies must stop Japan's water release.

The absence of a robust international oversight and
compensation framework further compounds the

issue.

The risk of contamination spreading beyond the
issue
Pacific Ocean also means that this issue isnot just

a local or regional one.

Japan, ..., not only has no sense of guilt in the

issue of discharging wastewater. ..

Back in 2019, concerns were raised ...

Japan’ s response to global concerns over the

concern (s) discharges. ..

Yet so far, growing concerns have been raised that

APLS is far from sufficient.

Japan' s plan “prioritizes its own interests over

the long-term well-being.

. the conflicting of the state interests
interests
between. . .

...disregarding the larger collective interests

and leavingus all to grapple with the consequences.
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3 EEIRE P EMiAproducts, scientific. Chinaff 3CATESLS

Word Context

China’ s customs department then announced it
would stop importing all aquatic products

originating from Japan.

products ...the safety of ...and fishery products will

be ensured by taking measures...

Chinese customers are calling for boycotts of

Japanese products...

There’ s 60 years worth of scientific data of
releasing tritium into waterways exactly like
this and typically at far higher quantities,

and nothing has ever happened.

scientific
The lack of scientific understanding leaves

the door open for disinformation...

The few voices trying to explain the science

behind the discharge...

China bans seafood from Japan after Tokyo

begins releasing.. .

China and the Pacific Islands have been vocal

China in their opposition...

Despite their bitter histories, Japanese
cuisine is hugely popular in many parts of

China and business is booming.

e LT I R RS R SR e A R 42 43 il /& product s |
LRI, 3 ERE
Fragency — 1A 4 H 4% s P EH H %F the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA, [EFR 5T Re b)) 148 K, BRI AR AR B AR
TEEE R I o AH PO — Z5 57 ] AR ST A I, 95 R T A 1)
T 1 3 A 2 [ B A BTG K o B AR i35 /K HE HEAT 5 2 R0 I
Mo AN, fukushima (Ff &) — 18 P 2 AR 4% F s (Fukushima
Nuclear Power Station) [ E# 1 . — T H BUATE =y, TR Rl itk
JELIR] H AT = ) 1A YIS power o 3R &K B, Eiproducts (F7 i)
Miscientific (BH#H)) WA 43 A 5 45 RHRE G, AFESR
RGP SEIT WA E K. H—, SEME TR, ERW
ROV EAR T DUE W, SR E AR R IR B 77 2 SR U Tt Of B il =
mh 2 A, FEAAR CRME” HoR . AR IR H ARG K AE G
FRPFE AN o H =, I v [ 1 s S8 L 22 0 v [l DA
. 7E “products” [FiEIE A, € G AR H ik H E hnssss H
AT it PRI A 8 ST B DU R ) AR DG S i B SR #E “seientific”
BB S, 26 EHRGE T FE 57 B B T B0A G B RS AR O Bl
B AT, BT EBUFRIL AT IR E B, HBARLR: &
2R E AR HEOZ TS K R B e A% I, BT T 5

agency. scientific. fukushimal4/>.

AR 5 EEMMEN R R 2T E. A, R RN
7, China () — 1] B X7 304 i, E HAE 58 [ i
AEE 280, HL 7 v T rp EHRE 200 H_EIRER 4R
S, 5 | GREAAARL ) T4 b L SR s “China” — 1] (R B 451 )
FERIFIX — & . Horr, 286 T “Despite their bitter histories,
Japanese cuisine is hugely popular in many parts of China
and business is booming. ” HYFHISTEIE R, 35 E BUATEE
BB A, R A 1 K rh 7 o A DG A (R 2 B R oA T s
PR, T BAFE B T I IR A 8 S BUN S R =K.

25 b, hERBARE R A S AA A | EE R 1R R
EFESE, G LI IRV 2 57

3. 215 R At 2 SEERZ T 20 M

AHIE FE 38 I A6 R P R G BRI E B 3 52 SCHR, %o 18 i
ITH S SATER I i . THFURIMH EREBUR LS+ 3
A 72 S AR SEE 194 R R o = 2% R 1) 23 DA B o AR P 53 ) R F) 265 55
o ASHI T BT ) R R SR H R AN AR AE X BURF 32371
BFIG B, HISHT TG 22 5, W LAE R P BOG 3237
B SEREARR L —.

B H AU R E J8 B4R B %05 Gk G, TRk R I
FHICHRIE, VI EBUR AW S S 35 b B BUR 7E H A T5K
HeVE 18 R ANR IR AT . 15 2, P EBUF R B H A
FRIAZ 15 7K IR 20 Jl 32 1] 5 AR 3R A5 A0 22 2 g BB o FL O, v
SRR [ Bt 2 i AL 7] DA AN LS5, 1 5T E A BR AL 2 g e
PR AL S K HRE AT . 138 EBUR T H AR %05 K HEE
HHSEAR, LERNL SR, 5%, REVOYHABUFEL
FAZ R K 0] R SR T & BRI, SRS [ BRR T RE ALY
(TAEA) S AR AHIRFLE « Fo Ik, B T 36 R BURF AR 22 4= 4 5
AAORFFE B VI G F R 2 a4, $Om 78 S F BRI B
SN B SRS L o B i, 9 [T BSURT 0 i) T 5 22 5% R 52 5 ) 2
At FEE SR A P A5 i A 2 e B TR R T 1 2 5 O AR AT R
GRS s eAh, HARRTS KA & T — R AR S E.
KRR ESREER, BRZBUA LY B IRE SRR
b, 2E W E A S S W R EG SRS NS
EARRIEIA | SRR E R (R SRS
WU VG 7 — e, AR “WITERFE, b AAE 7 B4, R
ARG TR, JEA B ORI B A AR A A R

4 25

AT Y Fairclough i) = 4ETEE ML, M SCAS IETE
SR AN 2 S = AN R T R T HE RS T 0 AT B SR I, BT
SRR AE DT IR A AEVE e 22 0, 15 22 7t T IR B IR) 3L 7 72 S o o
EERERRES . EENSEH SR RER BRI A
FLIF ARG IS JRAEREEE, DRI Bk Z 56 T 15 s 0 B vl P A 28 A 4
BT o F K, AR I AR Fairelough ) =4ETE 573 MR 3E4T 61
Hro AHE, AHTFCREEL 1 5 BN RO R, JIT 1 rh S AT
5 s RO EEPERE PR 00T 3R T o0 T H A5 K HkiE
SR T R TS R S TS TS A A DGR AT, SR SR ITAH R

Copyright © This work is licensed under a Commons Attibution-Non Commercial 4.0 International License. 39



Modern Education Forum

MR FICE
B 75e% 3 eNEA 1.062024 4
YERM . W FIS ISSND: 2630-5178 / (FFETIS): 380GLO19

FERIRTAT I, [FB A AAE R B A% 15 K HEE B A DS i iE £ 44t
TR AT R AR

[ % 3]

[1IKress,G. Critical Discourse Analysis[J]. Annual Review
of Applied Linguistics,1993(11):84-102.

[2]Sinclair,d.Trust the Text [M].London:Rout—Tledge,2004 .

[31% K #. % E I F A R BUR W #l 4 1] & 247 (0] 40 E I¥]
B %,2020,(3):57-67,119.

[4D508 A 25 T 98 B 8 BT 36 1E AT (0] R 24D E B A F
2 4%,2011,(9):12-17.

BIXEE. FEXRARAMRBHFASLS &AM £ 4 TR
]38 96 #1%,2024,40(01):1 7-25.

(615 4 v . E Irth & 5 B X 2 ——B Fr % R B9 FAIM].
I 4E F B H R, 2002,

(71 Z M.t (EEE ) 3 BAEDLE + kA
%#,2008.

BIFKMWHRE TR =ZENNMEEAMA THEFEER N
HIF M 3E 1 AT DL ) B o W3k T o B RE i
# K 1 [0]. B K K ok % F R (2 A K),2019,(03):126—132.

[O1/E T 3 .18 K B & & S & HLiF 8 15 24T 7 8916 H R I [J].
S E (R34 B E A ¥ 240,201 1,34(04):43—-49.

[10IT/TACL—2018, 3% #} &£ @ JF # A # & [s]. # E &1 &
£,2018.

(1112 FEE RPN E R IA T X TH ARz
BWAERIEA0]3 B M F),2022,(12):17-19.

(LT hEATERENPEHEEXTPEZEREN
T35 3B 2 AT [D]. k% # 2 K #,2023.

(131K E . (A A B4R ) 33 F 5 b 4t B9 T 35 & o4
(2006—2018)[D1. 1l % K %,2020.

(141K Bt A E IR KX T B A48 5 %K A8 2 3 0
£ A TEE S HTIDD. 4 o I 58 A 5,2022.

(1515 s 4k, 2 4% B 9 45 T35 KB i 3 3 8 M AP X
LE 3R [J]. 4 4E #F %2,2020,(6):101-110,5.

(161 . B AKX T8 5% 7T R AMHEGHIFIEEL
Mr——0A (L HFrE ) R b oD E Rk & ¥ 1E,2022.

(17184 . 4 A HATIEIE 2 AT A T 48 & 4% 5 AR 3 i &
MM R A B4R (D131 7 K #,2023.

40 Copyright (© This work is licensed under a Commons Attibution-Non Commercial 4.0 International License.



