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A Comparative Analysis of Conceptual Metaphors in the Media Reports of the Tokyo Olympics
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[Abstract] Based on the analysis of conceptual metaphor theory and metaphor criticism, this paper selects the
news reports of the Chinese media “China Daily” and the United Kingdom media “The Times” about the
Tokyo Olympics from July 23 (opening) to August 8 (closing) as samples to establish a corpus, and finds that the
metaphors with high frequency in the two corpora are war metaphors, container metaphors, orientation
metaphors, drama metaphors and material entity metaphors. In the two self—built corpora, China and Britain use
a large number of war metaphors and container metaphors, but from the conceptual metaphor keyword
frequency in Chinese and British sports news reports, it can be found that the two countries have slightly
different attitudes towards sports competition, and United Kingdom uses a large number of war metaphors, in
addition to reflecting the due competitive spirit, it also reflects that they are more inclined to compete for
victory or defeat in something; China's use of a lot of container metaphors shows that we are not only
competitive, but also friendly in our “we live in the global village”.
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(1)Despite the crisis and war, Zaza believes that
“nothing is impossible, and athletes should train and have
a dream always”.
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(1)Athletes should train and have a dream always.
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(2)He struggled to execute the same tactics against
Rashitov.
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(1)But today is a very tough match because she had a
good defence strategy.
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(2) She has warned Olympics chiefs against punishing
competitors for taking the knee on the podium.
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(1).We were psyched up to go for a bigger victory in
the men’ s all-around.
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(2).Mike, won gold in the Star class at the Seoul
Olympics in 1988,
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