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A Study on the Phonetic Similarity between Thai Language Family and Southern Chinese
Dialects
—Taking Cantonese and Thai as examples
Baichen Li
Krirk University

[Abstract] Cantonese and Thai belong to the Southern Chinese dialect and Thai language family, respectively,
and are important languages in East Asia and Southeast Asia. These two languages have certain similarities in
phonetic features, which has attracted the attention of linguists. Cantonese, as a major dialect of Chinese, has a
complex and diverse phonetic system; Thai is the main language of the Thai language family, known for its
unique tone and syllable structure. Although Cantonese and Thai have differences in language systems and
historical backgrounds, they exhibit similarities in certain aspects of consonants, vowels, and tones. This article
aims to explore the phonetic features of Cantonese and Thai, by comparing and analyzing the similarities and
differences in the initial consonants, finals, and tones of the two languages, and delving into the reasons for these
phonetic similarities, including historical and cultural factors, the influence of language contact and
communication, and the common trends in language evolution. The research results contribute to enriching the
understanding of the mutual influence between Southeast Asian languages and providing new perspectives for
linguistic research in related fields.
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