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Flexible Thinking in Social Ecosystem Management
Yuanhui Zhang
Guangdong Teachers College of Foreign Language and Arts

[Abstract] As a complex adaptive system, the social—ecological system (SES) may suffer a fatal blow, if it do not
take the initiative to take measures and improve learning ability to adapt to changes, and resulting in the decline
or even collapse of system functions. Therefore,it has become one of the most important issues to be solved in
the academic circle on how to deal with various unpredictable changes, and maintaining or enhancing their
adaptability by improving their learning ability. Resilience and flexible thinking emerge under this background.
Resilience emphasizes the strength of the buffering capacity of the social ecosystem to deal with external
disturbances. And the core of flexible thinking is “things are changing”, which emphasizes the management
ability that focuses on system flexibility. It is an innovative system thinking and the theoretical basis of sustainable
development management. Accurately grasping the connotation of the elastic concept of the social ecosystem
has important guiding significance for enhancing the system’s elastic adaptability, and it also lays a solid
foundation for adaptive joint management. At present, flexible strategy has become the action policy of social
ecosystem managers, and the innovative governance method of flexible governance has also been put on the
agenda by managers.
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