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Comparison of Higher Education Reforms in China and Germany —— Excellence Initiative in

Germany and “Double First-class” in China
Chang Du, Chidan Liu
Hohai University

[Abstract] The reform of higher education is an important issue facing all countries in the world, aiming
at improving the quality of education, promoting scientific research and innovation and enhancing

international competitiveness. In this context, German launched the “Excellence Initiative” , while

China implemented the “double first—class” strategy. Both of these plans play an important role in

their respective countries and have a far—reaching impact on the higher education system. The purpose

of this paper is to compare and analyze Germany’ s Excellence Initiative and China’ s double—class

strategy, to explore the similarities and differences between them in terms of capital investment, project
selection, international cooperation, internal governance and evaluation standards, and to put forward the

impact on scientific research output and academic development, personnel training and

school—enterprise cooperation, as well as social and economic development, so as to provide feasible

reference for the reform of higher education in the two countries.
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