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Rural Public Space Renewal from the Perspective of Urban Catalysis
Peng Duan
Jiangxi Normal University

[Abstract] This study takes Jiangnan Village, Ji’an County, Jiangxi as its case and applies the urban catalyst
principle of “minimal intervention, maximal impact” to explore mechanisms for renewing rural public space.
Through field surveys, spatial analysis and catalyst typology, point, linear and planar catalysts are identified and an
update framework integrating tradition with modernity, static with dynamic, and people with place is
constructed. Results show that courtyards, alleys and waterfront zones can jointly activate spatial vitality, shorten
the transition between old and new lifestyles, and increase interaction frequency among villagers and tourists.
The conclusion indicates that urban catalyst theory can effectively guide incremental revitalization of rural public
space and offers a replicable paradigm for renewing similar traditional settlements.
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