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Research on the Symbolic Evolution and Contemporary Cultural Reconstruction of Xun County

Nigugu

Linmei Li

Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts

[Abstract] This study examines "Nigugu", a northern Henan folk clay sculpture, analyzing its symbolic
evolution from sacrificial artifacts to cultural symbols and commercial products. It reveals the meaning —
reconstruction mechanism of folk art in social change, categorizing the evolution into three phases: pragmatic
symbols for sacrifice and farming, folkloric symbols of opera and myths, and commercial symbols blending
modern aesthetics. This evolution reflects social structural shifts and showcases folk art's resilience in cultural
transmission through symbolic transformation. In the modern era, Nigugu revitalizes traditional elements and

reconstructs cultural meanings via "cutesification" and branding, offering a model for intangible cultural heritage

activation.
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